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Amateur of the Year 2025
The Amateur of the Year Award was originated by John Struckell, Chief Engineer and General Manager of radio station WFPG.  In his memory, Southern Counties Amateur Radio Association has continued the presentation of this award, now in its 64th year.  The person selected is recognized as outstanding for their efforts and contributions resulting in the furtherance of Amateur Radio and anticipated continued activity.  Each year’s honoree is selected by a panel of past recipients based on their personal knowledge of the candidate's radio activities and recommendations from the amateur radio community.
        This year's honoree went from Technician license to General and then Extra class license in a relatively short period of time. Soon after getting his license, he completed the ARRL requirements to become a Volunteer Examiner and became one of our most reliable VEs.
 Having an electronics background, this operator is not afraid to "look under the hood" and do repairs on electronic equipment and is always willing to teach newcomers and answer questions about amateur radio and technology.  He learned electronics through CB Radio when he was a teenager.  He sat in with his stepfather's CB club when they met at his house in Pleasantville.  He then put up a tower to use his equipment.   It sat quiet for quite a few years, but his interest was ignited again in 2016.  He learned about SCARA and joined the club in 2017.  He was previously active on Citizen Band communications and is very knowledgeable about HF wave propagation and has built various antennas from scratch including one of his favorite antennas, the HF horizontal sky loop.  Adding further to his knowledge base, he was an electrician for 14 years.  
         Activities he is proficient in include digital communications such as DMR, C4FM and VARA to name just a few.  He likes to make DX (Long Distance) contacts around the globe as well as participate in various annual contest events.  If you look at his QRZ page you will see he has earned many operating awards.  Some of his other Amateur radio activities include, but are not limited to Field Day, Amateur Radio Lighthouse events, and in 2025, with other club members, he participated in the National Winter Field Day event. 
        Through diligence and hard work he has become an extremely proficient Morse Code operator.  He has spent a great deal of time with CW Ops and other on line learning facilities helping other people to learn and appreciate Morse Code.  He is the ARRL QSL manager for outgoing cards from our club members and helps maintain the club's Facebook page.  He has his own YouTube channel and has produced many informative videos concerning the topics of amateur radio, antennas, amplifiers, proper operating protocols and more.

        Our honoree has served in many public service events including the annual MS Bike-A-thon. Additionally, he is an active trained member of Atlantic County AUXCOM.  Our honoree is a valuable asset to amateur radio, public service, his family, and the community.
He and his very significant other, Christine, reside in Egg Harbor Township.

  

It is with great pleasure that SCARA presents 

   the 64th Amateur of the Year Award to

   Vincent J. Alvino W2KU
